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Inside Today: Oak Forest’s Luco has top jazzercize facility • 1B
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Covering the Heights, Garden Oaks, Oak Forest & the neighborhoods of North Houston
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Editor’s Note: This is the ﬁrst in an ongoing series of stories highlighting the industries that provide
jobs in our community. Most times, these businesses go unnoticed. Their stories deserve to be told.
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Timbergrove Manor residents discuss
the protest of variance requests during
a meeting on Monday night.
(Photo by Michael Sudhalter)

832.419.9969

THE BRIEF.

Residents fear
loss of 1.6 acres
of greenspace

HHA looks to add ﬁfth
Constable deputy

The Houston Heights Association could have around the clock
protection, courtesy of the Harris County Precinct 1 Constable
by the end of 2014.
HHA added a fourth deputy
this year and could be on their
way adding a ﬁfth, which would
ensure 24-7 patrols, according to HHA vice president Bill
Baldwin.
The Harris County Constable
Contract Program consists of a
homeowner’s or civic association paying 70 percent and the
County picking up the remaining
30 percent of the program.
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By Michael Sudhalter
michael@theleadernews.com

Ralph Marek, 88, started the company with his brothers, John and Bill, in the 1930s. Today, Marek still works ﬁve hours a day,
mainly managing the family’s foundation. (Photo by Betsy Denson)

Marek Brothers

From small sheetrockers to employee-conscious industry
By Betsy Denson

About the Company

betsy@theleadernews.com
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FIND IT.
STUDIO DUPLEX: Two
bedroom, 1,045 sq. ft.,
hardwoods, nice architectural features, laundry room,
shaded yard. $800 monthly.
281-733-5913.
FOR SALE - 2008 KIA
SPECTRA: Blue, 67,000 miles.
$5,000. 713-316-0923.
YARD SALE: Saturday, Feb.
8, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 1532 W. 25th
St., Houston, TX 77008.
FOR SALE - TROY-BILT 2550
PSI PRESSURE WASHER with
hose and spray nozzles. Needs
new pump. Mtd. chippershredder. Needs carb. Repair.
$75 each or $125 for both.
713-864-2201.

MORE INSIDE

Every person asked at Marek Brothers has the same response to the question of why their company has done
so well for so long – it’s the quality of
their workforce.
“We’ve been really blessed with top
ﬂight people,” said Ralph Marek. “We
try to make it a great place to work.”
Son and CEO Stan Marek said that
even though he and cousins Bruce and
Paul are still actively involved with the
company, the emphasis during their
75th anniversary is the contribution of
all their employees.
Still, the Marek story is a great, and
uniquely American, one.
In the 1930s, Ralph Marek said that
he and brothers John and Bill were
“starving to death in Yoakum” during
the Great Depression. Bill came to
Houston and learned to do sheetrock,
then sent word for his brothers to join
him.
They formed Marek Brothers Sheetrock and recruited more family to take
part. Eventually they saved enough
money for ﬁve acres off of Blue Bell
Road, near Stuebner Airline, where
they set up shop.

Company info - Residential/commercial interior construction
Current ownership – 100% privately owned
Revenue: Marek is private and does not publish ﬁnancials.
Commercial Division President Mike Holland estimates they are
the largest specialty interior contractor in Southwest and near
the top nationally.
#of employees: 1,100 in Houston, 1,000 elsewhere
Average salary: $16-$17/hour median, full beneﬁts and 401K
Longest serving employee: Pat Trojanowsky, the Division
President of the Residential Branch at Marek who has worked
there for 53 years.

As it did for most in 1941, Pearl Harbor changed the course of their lives.
Each brother served in World War II,
eventually returning home to take part
in a construction boom.
By the mid-1950s, they had all
moved into management roles and
were working to diversify their construction business to include real estate.
In 1960, the Mareks bought the
Frank Sharp Lumberyard in Oak Forest for storage and then moved their
ofﬁces nearby on Judiway and Piney
Woods in the 1970s. By the ’80s, the
company had evolved into the largest
interior contractor in the Southwest.
Today Marek offers a variety of commercial and residential construction

services including metal framing, ceiling acoustics, ﬂooring, window treatments and specialty trims.
They have ofﬁces in Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, San Antonio,
Harlingen, Oklahoma City and Atlanta. Their craftsmanship can be seen in
such projects as the Anadarko Tower
in the Woodlands, the Chick-ﬁl-A operations center in Atlanta and the Devon
Energy Corporation Headquarters in
Oklahoma City.
In addition to their own employees,
Marek also works with a number of
trusted contractors and sub-contractors to get the work done.

The Timbergrove Manor Civic
Club was scheduled to protest two
separate variance requests that were
put forth by InTown Homes, a Houston-based company that’s looking
to build between 80 and 100 townhomes in the neighborhood.
TMCC planned on making comments at a City of Houston Planning
Commission meeting, at which the
commission was reviewing the variance requests. It is possible that the
commission would postpone a decision to its Feb. 20 meeting.
Follow theleadernews.com for updates on the results of the commission’s decision.
“(InTown representatives) told us
that nine times out of 10, we don’t
get a community reaction like this,”
said Super Neighborhood president
Bill Morfey, who’s also the president
of TMCC. “We’re No. 10.”
Between the two variances, the Super Neighborhood has gathered more
than 100 signatures of residents opposing the requests.
Morfey said InTown hasn’t met the
element of a hardship to receive a
variance request.
InTown Homes representatives
declined to comment for the article.
The developer is looking for a variance change from the standard 25
feet to 15 feet at the intersection of
Ella Blvd. and Grovewood Ln.
The other variance request is for
W. 12th St., which would grant the
developer an exception from following a city ordinance that requires a
North-South street in order to meet
street intersection requirements.
TMCC residents are concerned
about public safety/trafﬁc access, including whether a ﬁre truck would be
able to access the townhomes with
narrow streets.
Given low water pressure in the

See MAREK, P. 3A

See VARIANCE, P. 3A

Trafﬁc Update: Peeved on Pinemont, stay off 290
By Michael Sudhalter
michael@theleadernews.com

Waltrip grad helping lead
new D1 basketball program
to top of the standings.
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The closure of METRO’s
Pinemont Park & Ride has
many Forest West residents
disappointed, but they appear
to have little re-course in the
situation.
The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is reconstructing U.S. Hwy. 290 and
demolishing the ramp to the
HOV lane this weekend, which
means METRO buses 216 and
219 won’t serve Pinemont any
longer.
TxDOT has begun construction on Project I, including reconstruction of US 290
from approximately Pinemont
to W. 34th Street, including the
Pinemont Bridge over US 290.
The ﬁrst phase of construction started on Monday with

Residents who used the Pinemont Park & Ride no longer have a place to leave their cars and catch the
bus to work. At right, US 290 will be closed this weekend while the Pinemont bridge is replaced.

the closure of the Pinemont
bridge. Rebuilding the bridge
is expected to take six months
to complete. During the long
term closure, motorists will be
detoured to the US 290 eastor westbound frontage road
and U-turn at Bingle or Hol-

lister to Pinemont.
Multiple closures are scheduled throughout February for
demolition of the bridge.
The Park & Ride closed on
Jan. 24 with no plans of reopening. There are no plans
for METRO to sell or use it.

According to METRO
spokesperson Carolina Mendoza, the Park & Ride has
closed permenantly and “there
was no cost-effective option
to continue operating service
from the Pinemont P&R.”
Mendoza said the Pinemont

Park & Ride was the third lowest in terms of usage with only
about 20 percent of the parking spaces being used. Mendoza said the Park & Ride in
Cypress had 93 percent of its
spots ﬁlled.
METRO has encouraged
commuters to use the Northwest Transit Center at Loop
610 and 290, or the W. Little
York Park & Ride, which is located to the north, along 290.
“It will deﬁnitely inconvenience people in the subdivision – everybody uses them,”
said Forest West board director Kirk Waldron. “It’s not
good. Anytime you have a civil
service that goes away, it’s always detrimental.”
Behind the inconvenience,
Waldron and Forest West
See TRAFFIC, P. 3A

The Right Size. The Right Time.
In your neighborhood & online
at yourblvd.com 713.862.1600

YMCA kicks off 2014 annual support campaign
The Harriet & Joe Foster Family YMCA kicked
oﬀ its Annual Campaign on Friday, Jan. 24 to
help raise funds that will provide scholarships
to local youth, teen, families and seniors. Each
of the 37 YMCAs across the greater Houston
area work together to meet the $6.9 million
goal.
Last year, YMCA of Greater Houston association volunteers united to gain the trust
and charitable support of more than 10,000
individual, corporate and foundation donors.
They raised more than $6.5 million to support
eﬀorts at the Harriet & Joe Foster Family
YMCA and the other communities throughout the Houston area. In 2013, more than
$350,000 was given to youth, families and
seniors in this area through the Harriet & Joe

Rosemary Lengefeld and Billy Hartman are
leading this year’s campaign.
Foster Family YMCA.
One hundred percent of the money raised
for the Harriet & Joe Foster Family YMCA stays
within the local community. Last year, over

$125,000 went to help provide children a safe
place afterschool, $95,000 help provide youth
summer activities, and $145,000 helped our
community live a healthier life regardless of
income.
“Every gift to the Annual Campaign is an
investment in the children in our community,”
said Rosemary Lengefeld, Community Executive Director. “Your gifts make our community
stronger and give community members,
regardless of their ability to pay, the opportunity to participate in our programs and
achieve their greatest potential.”
To pledge a gift, volunteer, or to ﬁnd out
more about the YMCA Annual Campaign,
contact Faye Gould at 713-869-3378 or visit
ymcahouston.org/donate.

Bill, John and
Ralph Marek
started a company that is
still thriving 75
years later.

As a result, they are not the
lowest price bid for a job, but
Holland says that in performance and results they are a
top player.
The ﬁdelity of their workforce, and the ﬁnancial savvy
of the original Mareks who believed in building a war chest
for bad times, has gotten them
through the ups and downs of
the business.
“We believe that ﬁnancial
strength and ability are valuable to our customers,” said
Holland.
Finding Workers
However, there is work to be
done, especially in the areas of
work force development and
immigration.
To recruit and train new

workers, they established
Marek Employment Management Company (MEMCO), a
stafﬁng and payroll ﬁrm. Holland said that many of the
people who enroll move from
a day laborer to a highly skilled
worker, and gain permanent
employment with Marek.
“You don’t compete with
low beneﬁts and no clear
path,” said Holland. “That’s a
road to nowhere.”
They also are a key player
in the Construction Career
Collaborative (C3) which taps
into the commitment of owners to maintain standards in
the workplace and to meet the
needs of their workers.
The most important part of
a fair playing ﬁeld is immigration reform, according to both

Stan Marek and Mike Holland
who educate and lobby to restore construction to a middle
class occupation.
“We believe in a reasonable
immigration policy,” said Holland. “(That workers) should
be here legally and be paid by
the hour. The current system
doesn’t work.”
“Day laborers don’t pay taxes, we’re not going to do that,
it’s not right,” said Marek.
In addition to the non-payment of taxes from undocumented workers, thousands of
workers are abused.
“Most people stick their
head in the sand and wait for
change,” Marek said.
The desire to do what is
right, for their industry and
for others, is deeply rooted in
the values of the company’s
founders.
Ralph Marek, who will be
89 in April, still comes in ﬁve
hours a day to manage the assets and grant distribution of
their family foundation.
“Ralph was tithing when he
wasn’t making money,” Holland said. “He always believed
that giving should focus on
hunger and poverty and looks
for ways to address those
needs.”

Traﬃc, from P. 1A
president David Ojeman is concerned
that the closure of the Park & Ride could
lower property values. They claim many
newer residents decided to move to the
area with the nearby Park & Ride as an
amenity.
“I believe that METRO has been talking about closing that park and ride for
some time, it just never happened,” Ojeman said.
Carol Caul, the advocacy chair for the
Citizens Transportation Coalition, said
there was a 180 day window in 2011 for
residents to ﬁle a lawsuit regarding the
closure of the Park & Ride, but she believes there’s no recourse at this time.
“If somebody can ﬁgure out a way to
sue (METRO or TxDOT), more power to
them,” said Caul, who is representing several Oak Forest and North Houston residents in a lawsuit to ensure TxDOT fol-

lows federal noise abatement regulations.
Houston City Councilmember Ellen
Cohen said she’s disappointed to see
the Park & Ride close, as transportation
is a major issue in the city, but she said
METRO, not the city, has control over the
operation of the Park & Ride.
N. Shepherd project
TxDOT has begun a major project at I45 and North Shepherd To alleviate trafﬁc
congestion where the N. Shepherd turnoff
goes to I-45 north, a $2.9 million ramp
project is under way.
The contract shows 449 working days,
so there could be a bit of disruption there
for some time.
Because the public knows little about
this project, TxDOT held an informational meeting informational meeting on
Tuesday at the Acres Home Multi-Ser-

vice Center to discuss schematics, drawings and information about the connector
ramp and the construction timeline.
Entrance ramp from W. 18th Street
Mike Zientek, Senior Public Involvement Representative with the US 290
Program, offered one correction to the
item about future plans for the I-610
southbound entrance ramp from W. 18th
Street. It is a left, not a right, that drivers
will make on the southbound I-610 frontage road to access the mainlanes.
My290
If you want to keep up with the news
and trafﬁc updates from US 290 keep
www.my290.com bookmarked or follow
on Twitter, @my290houston.

Betsy Denson contributed to this story
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Variance, from P. 1A
Timbergrove area in recent
months, residents are also
concerned about the ﬁre department having adequate water pressure to put out a ﬁre.
They’re also concerned
about increased trafﬁc and a
potential loss of 1.6 acres of
green space.
Morfey said he’s communicated with InTown representatives, but they haven’t been
speciﬁc about their plans regarding trafﬁc and safety. He
said they plan to re-conﬁgure
their plans if the variance requests are denied.
Morfey said the TMCC and
the Super Neighborhood 14
aren’t against the construction
of townhomes in the neighborhood. They just want to
see responsible growth.
“The simple fact is they’re

asking for additional land to
build on, while everyone else
is living there as the city requires,” Morfey said.
If the residents hadn’t protested the variance requests,
it would have become a “consent item,” or in layman’s
terms, would have been rubber stamped by the commission.
Pam Spayde, one of the
residents contesting the variance request, said this is just
the beginning of monitoring
InTown’s developments in the
area.
“InTown Homes owns quite
a bit of land – they own the
land south of Ella and Greenwood,” Spayde said. “They’re
going to become a presence.
We would like it to be responsible and as safe as possible.”
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Carl Nossek
Native Houstonian
Always Acting
in Your Best Interest.
713.542.9110
carl@greenwoodking.com
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Marek, from P. 1A
Small to Big
Division President Mike
Holland, who grew up in Garden Oaks, got a job pumping
gas at a Marek warehouse as
a boy. Now he’s been with the
company for 43 years.
“The vast majority of our
workers report to a job site,”
he said. There are also many
employees who come to the
warehouse to gather materials ﬁrst. “From 5 to 5:30 in
the morning, this place is hopping.”
He said that while the single
family home used to be their
bread and butter, today the
ratio of work is close to 75
percent commercial and 25
percent residential. About 3540 percent of the commercial
business comes from Houston.
“We started out sheetrocking little industrial warehouse
spaces and now we are a niche
player for big, complex projects,” he said.
What differentiates Marek
in the market is that they pay
well for ‘blue collar’ work – in
addition to beneﬁts and 401K
for employees – because they
want a skilled, loyal work force
and because they believe it’s
the right thing to do.
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