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Go ahead likely for Heights apartments

THE BRIEF.
sponsored by
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Burger glory beckons
in our recipe contest

Time is running out to enter your
best burger for a spot on “The List,”
The Leader’s inaugural magazine-size
monthly publication showcasing the
best that our area has to oﬀer.
In our Feb. 23 edition, The List is all
about burgers, and we want your best
recipe using any type of meat or veggie patty, innovative choice of buns,
toppings and sauces.
In addition to showcasing The
Leader areas’ nationally known burgers, The List will feature the best of
backyard burgers, judged by experts,
including Ken Bridge of Delicious Concepts, the company that’s brought you
Shepherd Park Draught House, Lola’s,
Pink’s Pizza and Witchcraft Tavern.
You’ve got until Feb. 12 to get
cooking and send those recipes to
news@theleadernews.com.

by Cynthia Lescalleet
For The Leader
No speaker? No problem. When a rep from
Trammell Crow’s proposed mid-rise apartment complex on Yale at 6th canceled his
appearance at Monday’s Houston Heights
Association land use committee meeting due
to illness, a group of neighborhood residents
who had showed up for info and insights
turned to each other and compared notes
instead.
The lively, spontaneous forum centered
on the project’s previously deferred variance
request that’s up for vote again at the Houston Planning Commission meeting on Feb.

Some in the area are concerned about what level of
traﬃc the 350-plus Alexan
Heights apartments would
generate along Yale Street
near the I-10 freeway.
(File graphic)

14, from 2:30-5 p.m. in City Hall Annex, 900
Bagby St.
Plans submitted by Terra Associates, afﬁli-

ated with several luxury Alexan apartments
throughout the Houston area, show a 350plus unit complex with 4 stories of apart-

70-Year Love Story

THE EVENT.
sponsored by
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CATFISHORBASKET
CATFISH PO’ BOY
SANDWICH

M-F 11am-9pm Sat 11am-5pm

3401 W. T.C. Jester
713-957-1100

WHAT: The farewell Chinese New
Year celebration at WindWater Gallery
in the Heights.
WHEN: 6-10 p.m. Feb. 8 (for those
of you who read your paper before
its publication date) and 10 a.m.-10
p.m. Feb. 9. The lion dance and Kung
Fu demonstrations will take place at
3 p.m., Chinese music and food from
6-10 p.m.
WHERE: At the gallery, 548 W.
19th St.
HOW MUCH: Free, but the gallery
will be open for its store-closing sale,
with 33-75 percent oﬀ storewide.
You can easily drop a few bucks here
on the elegant Asian art, antiques,
furniture, accessories and clothing,
especially at bargain prices.
LEARN MORE: Visit www.WindWaterGallery.com
EDITOR’S TAKE: A cultural treasure
in the Heights for 11 years, the WindWater will be missed. But what better
way to say goodbye to Cathy and Ross
Clark – oﬀ to new adventures – than
this traditional celebration where
families and friends unite.

THE INDEX.

Public Safety
Hipstrict
Topics
Obituaries
Coupons
Puzzles
Sports
Classiﬁeds

2A
3A
4A
5A
6A
4A
3B
4B

ment units over two levels of parking, one of
which is below grade. Currently a mixed-use
block in the Maple Heights subdivision, the
3.5-acre site fronts Yale between 6th and 7th,
with Allston Street as its interior border and
the Heights Hike-and-Bike Trail to its north.
Last week, Houston Planning Commission
deferred its decision on whether to grant a
variance request to replat as unrestricted
reserved a single-family portion of the site.
Since it has twice deferred the variance request, however, the planning commission
must make a decision at its next meeting,
with or without the trafﬁc study reportedly

see Alexan • Page 7A

HISD nears
vote to sell
high school
by Michael Sudhalter
news@theleadernews.com
Houston ISD ofﬁcials and local
residents shared their opinion on the
future of the High School for Law Enforcement & Criminal Justice during
a public meeting at the school on Jan.
31.
The crowd
of about 50
people was split
between selling the 10.9
acre property,
at 4701 Dickson
Rd. at Shepherd
Drive, or having the school
stay at the site,
Juliet Stipeche
where it’s been
since 1981 as
the ﬁrst high school of its kind in the
United States.
The speech that received the most
applause belonged to LE/CJ senior student Ricki Willingham, who emphasized that the students of the future
will need resources that the current
campus cannot provide.
“What worked for us can’t work for
the kids in the future,” said Willingsee Relocate • Page 7A

Keller Secret: Keep your family near
by Betsy Denson
betsy@theleadernews.com

T

his Valentine’s Day, Agnes and
Louis Keller have the market
cornered on coupledom. That’s
because on Feb. 15, they will
celebrate their 70th wedding
anniversary. And while they acknowledge it’s
an accomplishment, they are pretty modest
about the milestone.
“We both have the same background,”
said Agnes Keller. “We never liked to ﬁght.
There may have been misunderstandings
from time to time, but you don’t just pick up
and leave.”
With a lifetime of shared history between
them, the Kellers can easily recall how their
own story began. Agnes was from Flatonia
and Louis from Chestohova. Both ended up
in Mission, Texas, with their families. They
saw each other around town, either at St.
Paul Church or the dances the young people
would have on weekends.
“I could have lived on dancing,” said Agnes. Louis didn’t share the same sentiment,
but he kept going anyway and in due time,
they were a couple. They went to the movies
every week – a lot of Westerns as Louis
remembers – and continued to attend the
weekend dances.

This photo, taken in 1944, was taken a year
after the Agnes and Louis Keller were married
at Christ the King Church on Main Street.
During World War II, Louis was part
of the defense guard for Texas. Agnes had
moved with her family up to Houston but
Louis wasn’t going to let the distance, or the

Police book
suspect for
‘brutal’ murder

gas rations, get in his way. He came by train
to visit her.
It was during one of these visits that they
decided to get married, which they did in
1943 at Christ the King Church on Main
Street when Agnes was 19 and Louis was 25.
For a time, they went back to the Valley.
“Times were hard then,” said Agnes.
“There were stamps for groceries, stamps
for gas.”
In 1946, Louis found work with the
American Can Company in Houston. The
Kellers moved back and never left. Housing
was difﬁcult to get after the war, and the
Kellers lived in an apartment in the Heights
just down the street from the house they
purchased in 1948.
“We saw this house being built,” Agnes
said. “When we moved in we thought we
were getting a mansion. But it was big
enough for us.”
They raised three children, and Louis
worked at American Can until retirement in
1980. After that there was travel – to Colorado and New Orleans – and spontaneous
road trips with different family members.
For 30 years, the extended family spent time
each year in Rockport, renting a wing of a
hotel.

by Charlotte Aguilar
charlotte@theleadernews.com
A man accused of assaulting and
running over his girlfriend repeatedly
in a quiet Oak Forest neighborhood
was arrested without incident Tuesday
and will now stand murder charges.
Jessie Blanco, 29,
is accused of murdering 28-year-old
Melissa Chavez by
hitting then running
her over repeatedly
Blanco
with an SUV in the
parking lot of the
T.C. Jester Park pool after an argument.
In a mug shot released to media,
the word “fame” is seen prominently
tattooed across Blanco’s throat. He
quickly became infamous in Houston
Monday as details of the crime were

see Keller • Page 7A
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Relocate • from Page 1A
ham, who is enrolled in the school’s
Legal Studies program. “The world
is evolving. We have to grow.”
HISD trustee Juliet K. Stipeche,
the valedictorian of LE/CJ’s Class
of 1992 and a Houston attorney,
said the funding for a new building would come from the sale of the
current property.
She called the Jan. 31 public
meeting to receive feedback before
proposing that the Board of Trustees vote to put the property on the
market at its Feb. 14 meeting. Five
of the nine trustees must vote to approve the sale to put the estimated
$11 million property on the market.
No potential buyers publicly expressed interest at the meeting, but
it’s believed that St. Thomas High
School, which is adjacent to LE/CJ,
would make “a serious offer” to expand the 17-acre all-boys Catholic
school.
Stipeche said the district has already looked at potential sites, ranging from 7 to 11 acres, in downtown
Houston, so students could be nearby the Harris County Courthouse,
Houston Police Department, Sheriff’s Ofﬁce and South Texas College
of Law.
“I love this campus,” Stipeche
said. “I love this building, but there’s
no bond funds to build without
selling this property. Students have
a passion in their heart, and (we
want) a new school that continues
the dream of academic rigor, justice
and public service.”
Moving the school to a new site
would be part of an overall HISD
strategy that includes plans to move
the High School for Visual & Performing Arts into the Theater District and DeBakey High School for
Health Professions into the Texas
Medical Center.
Stipeche pointed out that LE/CJ,

Alexan • from Page 1A
which was converted from George
Washington Junior High in 1981,
will have a chance to build a school
that it wants, instead of making do
with what’s there.
Students will be part of the planning committee for what will be
involved in the new site, which
would have larger classrooms, more
technology and be more energy efﬁcient.
HISD Chief Operating Ofﬁcer Leo
Bobadillo, whose responsibilities
include overseeing HISD’s Police
Department, said law enforcement
is “really changing and changing
very quickly,” which means LE/CJ
would beneﬁt from improved technology and facilities.
“We could (continue to) make do,
or put kids ﬁrst for the 21st Century,” Bobadillo said.
Some attendees at the meeting
expressed concern about the school
leaving the neighborhood, while
a few alumni said they were sentimental about the current location.
LE/CJ principal Carol Mosteit
countered by saying she graduated
from Dobie High School in Pasadena ISD, but the new Dobie building
isn’t the one she graduated from.
Students’ education must come
before alumni sentimentality ––
and renovating the current campus
isn’t an option, Mosteit said.
“If we stay, we stay as it is,” she
said.
One attendee asked about the addition of athletic teams. The school
won’t offer sports, and students will
continue to play for the schools in
their home zone.
Other concerns included the
school being relocated to near “Beltway 8” or having a much smaller
campus. Stipeche alleviated those
fears by saying the search for sites is
focused on the downtown area.

being conducted by the developer
and expected in mid-February.
Whether passed or denied,
however, a version of the project
is likely to advance in some form,
said Bill Pellerin, land use committee chairman, who also said neither
the committee nor the association
has taken a position on the proposed project.
Residents, however, were outspoken on the project’s potential
impact on trafﬁc in an alreadybottlenecked stretch of roadway,
on access and ﬂow, on setbacks,
on sidewalks, on drainage and on
the overall presence of a mid-rise
building abutting an otherwise
single-family neighborhood.
“The variance is the project,” one
attendee said, calling for residents

to give the planning commission
“reasons to deny it” and to remind
commissioners as well as council
members that seeking a variance
means something is not in compliance. “Stick to the rules,” said another resident.
Discussion also veered into a
debate about Houston’s “checkerboard” of similar projects all over
the city and the never-ending need
for affected homeowners to become
development watchdogs – whether
or not they want to be.
Taking a broader view as the city
gets more densely developed is the
group Responsible Urban Development for Houston. Its executive
director, Eileen Reed, was not at
the Heights meeting but knows the
project as one of several the group

tracks around the city.
She explained that any projectprompted trafﬁc studies submitted
to the city’s Public Works and Engineering Department require review
and lead to mitigation recommendations before being submitted to
planning commission. So even if
the study is ready mid-February,
it will likely not be through that
review before the vote, she said, as
did members of the land use committee.
RUDH is encouraging developers
to work with affected communities
to achieve “a balance” between their
projects and the people around
them. It promotes investment in
public amenities, for example, and
in the case of this project, a detention pond nearby could be upgrad-

ed into a public park, she said.
However, that possibility, when
raised at the forum, was not necessarily something the neighborhood
would welcome, residents said.
Still, RUDH’s position is that it is
attempting to encourage the developer and District C Councilmember Ellen Cohen’s ofﬁce “to build
the best project we can get on that
location.”
The project’s location, so close
to I-10, means redevelopment is all
but inevitable, she said.
Another redevelopment example
Pellerin cited as part of the land use
committee meeting, is a 115.000sq.-ft. retail center dubbed Yale
Street Market that’s planned for the
8-acre site long home to San Jacinto
Stone Co.
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Suspect • from Page 1A
released.
KHOU-11 News reported that
a nearby resident’s surveillance
camera captured the whole incident, showing that the suspect ﬁrst
struck the woman and dragged her
by her hair around the parking lot
before running over her multiple
times. According to the report, the
vehicle left the scene then returned
to run over her again.
“It’s pretty brutal, pretty brutal,”
HPD homicide investigator Bart
Nabors told KHOU, describing tire
impressions through the victim’s
blood on the pavement.
Ofﬁcers were called to the parking lot about 3 a.m., but the location continued to be a crime scene

with the medical examiner, police
investigators – and the covered
body – visible for hours. A number
of residents who unknowingly ventured along T.C. Jester in the morning talked on social media about
the trauma of what they – and in
many cases, their children – encountered.
Blanco, 29, was described by police as having a violent past, including assault with a deadly weapon
and assault on a family member.
He’s believed to have been living in
an apartment in the 6200 block of
West Tidwell; his alleged victim is
from the Greenspoint area.
Police said a tip to Crime Stoppers led to the arrest.
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Keller • from Page 1A
Today the couple also has six
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and one great-greatgrandchild. At 89 and 95, Agnes
and Louis ﬁnd it harder to get
around than it used to be. One of
their sons lives next door to them,
and there are frequent visits from
others.
“That’s when you realize how
great it is to be near family,” said
Agnes.
The observance of their 70th
year together will be a modest
affair. They plan to attend mass at
Christ the King and maybe have
a meal out with family. The big
splash was 20 years ago when
more than 200 people came to-

gether for their 50th. As a contrast
to their wedding day when Agnes
wore a simple suit and the couple
drove back to the valley after the
ceremony, the golden anniversary
was an all-out party at Christ
the King. Agnes bought a fancy
white dress, and there were lots of
pictures.
Perhaps the secret to their
longevity is found in what they say
they like best about one another.
Agnes says her favorite thing about
Louis is that he’s easygoing. Louis
says his favorite thing about Agnes
is – everything.
Spoken like a man who didn’t
care for dancing, until he found the
right partner.

Ad # D

FLUNKING
THE ACID
TEST
Chase Baker, D.D.S.

I

t’s the acid in your mouth that causes tooth decay. Once acid
eats a hole in the enamel of a tooth, bacteria have a field
day in making the hole bigger and destroying the tooth, unless
treated in time.
Even prehistoric humans had this problem. But the problem
became much worse when man began eating sweetened foods.
Bacteria thrive on sugar. They multiply by the millions, producing acid in the process, the acid that eats away at unprotected
teeth.
Laboratory tests on animals raised in a germ-free environment
showed that they can eat unlimited amounts of sugar and never
develop a cavity. But once exposed to the kind of bacteria that
live in human mouths, the tooth decay becomes rampant. Even
the Eskimos had few problems with tooth decay until they started
eating sweetened foods.
Cutting down on sugar intake will help prevent decay, so will
fluoride treatments, and regular dental checkups. They can help
you flunk the acid test and save your teeth.
Prepared as a public service to promote better dental health.
From the ofﬁce of: Chase Baker, D.D.S.,
3515 Ella Blvd., 713-682-4406.
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PREVENTIVE
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REHAB

Commit to Your Heart Health and
We’ll Commit to Your Heart Care.
Trust in our complete cardiac care and, together, we can keep your heart healthy.

February Heart Month Events
��Red Wine & Dark Chocolate Event at Memorial Hermann Northwest Hospital
Tuesday, February 26 from 6 - 8 p.m.
1635 North Loop West
South Tower, Classroom A-F
Call 713.222.CARE to register

��Enter Our Heart-Healthy Recipe Contest at

facebook.com/MemorialHermann

memorialhermann.org/heartmonth

